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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can write an opinion piece that supports a point of view with reasons. (W.3.1) 

a. I can introduce the topic of my opinion piece. 

a. I can create an organizational structure that lists reasons for my opinion. 

b. I can identify reasons that support my opinion. 

c. I can use linking words to connect my opinion and reasons. 

c. I can construct a concluding statement or section for my opinion piece. 

With support from adults, I can produce writing that is appropriate to task and purpose. (W.3.4) 

With support from peers and adults, I can use the writing process to plan, revise, and edit my writing. (W.3.5) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can create a plan for my writing that states my opinion and lists my reasons clearly.  

• I can use linking words and phrases to connect my reasons together within a paragraph. 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Writer: Review the Writing Targets for 

the Ideas Section (5 minutes) 

2. Work Time 

A. Gathering Evidence about Characters: Part 2 (20 

minutes) 

B. Planning Opinion Writing (20 minutes)  

C. Mini-Lesson: Linking Words and Phrases (10 

minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief: Star and Step (5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 7 Homework 

• In advance: Create a Linking Words and Phrases anchor chart (or use the sample in Supporting 

Materials to project using a document camera). 

• A sample document is available in Supporting Materials that lists linking words and phrases that work 

well with opinion writing.  

• Students may need help understanding that certain linking words and phrases they may familiar with 

may not work with opinion writing. Students may be used to using the term “transition words” in which 

case simply letting them know that transition words means the same thing as linking words. 

• Review Unit 1, Lesson 13. In this lesson, students used a planning page similar to the one used in this 

lesson. Students developed an opinion and offered their reasons. This planning page builds on that by 

asking students to look for specific examples from the text to support their opinions.  

• This lesson may run long by 5 minutes. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

linking words and phrases • Opinion Writing Targets (from Lesson 7; to display) 

• Equity sticks 

• Students’ Opinion Writing Targets document (from Lesson 7) 

• Students’ Selecting Characters recording form (from Lesson 7) 

• Students’ Peter Pan Unit 1 and 2 materials (with flagged copies; from Lesson 7) 

• Opinion Paragraph planning page (one per student and one for display) 

• Teacher Model: Opinion Paragraph planning page (one for display) 

• Classic Starts edition of Peter Pan (one per student) 

• Linking Words and Phrases anchor chart (for display in Work Time C) 

• Examining a Strong Model  (to project, from Lesson 6) 

• Lesson 8 Homework (one per student) 

 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 3A: UNIT 3: LESSON 8 

Planning Opinion Writing: 

Forming an Opinion and Giving Reasons 
 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M3A:U3:L8  •  November 2013    

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) June 2015  •  4   
 

 

Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Writer: Review the Writing Targets for the Ideas Section (5 minutes) 

• Gather students together as a group. Display the Opinion Writing Targets document (from Lesson 7). Focus solely on 

the Ideas portion.  

• Tell students that today they will begin planning for their own opinion writing: “Let’s look at the Ideas section of  the 

Opinion Writing Targets. This will help you think about what you need to do as you do your paragraph planning today.”  

• Say something like: 

*  “Look at the Ideas section.  

 (This section says something about stating the opinion clearly, providing reasons to support the opinion, and using 

specific details from the text.)  

• Ask: 

* What will be important for you to think about as you start planning your opinion writing?” 

• Have students Think-Pair-Share. Then pull a few equity sticks to hear student responses. Listen for answers like: “We 

should be sure to think about why we chose the character we did,” or “We should make sure our reasons make sense.” 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Gathering Evidence about Characters: Part 2 (20 minutes) 

• Remind students of the work they began in Lesson 7 gathering evidence about the two characters they selected as the most 

interesting. Tell them that before they plan they need to gather more evidence from the story that could be used. 

• Project a copy of the Selecting Characters recording form from Lesson 7.  This is the recording form students are using 

for the evidence on the two characters they chose as most interesting in Lesson 7. Students will need this recording form as 

they continue to gather evidence. 

• Tell students that they will continue to look for evidence from within all of their materials. Remind them of the steps: 

1. Revisit your recording forms from Units 1 and 2 as well as the text to find specific evidence about your characters 

that explains why these two characters are the most interesting to you. Look for evidence that shows how they captured 

your imagination. Flag the evidence by attaching sticky notes.  

2. Write the evidence you find in the box on your recording form with the character’s name.  Use bullets for each piece of 

evidence. You do not need to write sentences. 

• If students want to work with a partner it should be the partner they worked with in Lesson 6, but stress that they need to 

think about their own opinions.  

• Circulate as students work and provide guidance as necessary. Support about which events happened in which chapters can 

be found on the 5Ws recording forms and the Where/When/Who/What charts for the chapters of Peter Pan. Direct students 

as needed.   

 

B. Planning Opinion Writing (20 minutes) 

• Review the first learning target with students: “I can create a plan for my writing that states my opinion and lists my reasons 

clearly.” (The second will be reviewed in Work Time C.) Ask a student volunteer to read the target out loud. 

• Connect the target to the Ideas section of the Opinion Writing Targets reviewed in the Opening. Tell students that their goal 

today will be to name the first character they selected as most interesting and then identify strong reasons why they selected 

that character as interesting. 

• Distribute the Opinion Paragraph planning page and display a copy as well. Allow students a few moments to examine 

and get oriented to the planning page. Ask students: 

* “How is this planning page similar to planning pages you have used before? How is it different?”  

• Provide sentence frames to support 

students who might need it: 

“This planning page is the same 

because ______. 

This planning page is different 

because _______.” 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Give students time to review the planning page and then talk to a partner about what they notice. Pull equity sticks to hear 

student responses. Students may need to be reminded that in Unit 1, their planning page had just the opinion box and 

reason boxes. Guide them to notice that this planning page is different because it includes a new box as well: “Example from 

the book.”  

• Then display the Teacher Model: Opinion Paragraph planning page. Read the contents of each of the boxes in the 

model planning page to students. Ask: 

• “How did I use the reason and example boxes?”  

• Give students time to think, then use equity sticks to share responses with the whole group. The goal is for students to see 

how the page is used; reasons are identified, and specific examples from the book are given to support that reason. Keep this 

brief, so students can get to work on their own writing.  

• Tell students that they will use the recording forms from Units 1 and 2 that they flagged to help them create their plan. 

Useful recording forms would be the 5Ws recording forms, the Where/When/Who/What charts, and the character recording 

forms).  

• Call out the names of the main characters in the story one at a time. As the character names are called out, ask students to 

raise their hands to identify which character they are going to write about. It may help students to know who else is writing 

about the character they chose so that they can sit close to each other to talk about their reasons. Encourage students to sit 

together to support their planning. Explain that it’s OK to have the same character, but they need to make their writing their 

own. Students may choose to write about Tinker Bell and might even have similar reasons as in the Teacher Model, but their 

opinion is their own, so they should use their own words and ideas.  

• Release students to complete their planning page. Circulate as they work. As you confer with students, have them name their 

opinion to you. Look to see that they have stated their opinion in the planning page. Also support students in using their 

flagged recording forms to help them identify their reasons. Students may also need help finding examples from the Classic 

Starts Peter Pan text to support their reasons. Ask questions such as: 

* “I see you chose _____ to write about. What is one of your reasons for choosing that character?”  

* “Let’s look at the recording forms you flagged to see if they can help you find a good example for that reason.”  

• Some students may benefit from the 

use of the pneumonic OREO.  

Opinion. (tell how you feel about 

the topic) 

Reasons. (tell some reasons or 

information to support the opinion) 

Examples. (provide examples or 

details that support the opinion) 

Opinion. (restate the opinion in the 

conclusion) 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

C. Mini-Lesson: Linking Words and Phrases (10 minutes) 

• Bring students back together as a group and ask them to bring with them their Opinion Writing Targets document 

from Lesson 7. Give students specific praise based on evidence you saw of their persistence or stamina during Work Time B 

with their planning.  

• Post and review the lesson’s second learning target with students: “I can use linking words and phrases to connect my 

reasons together in a paragraph.” Ask students what they think the word linking means. Using equity sticks, call on a few 

students to answer. Ask students if they can locate this same target on their Opinion Writing Targets document (which is 

within the Organization and Style section). 

• Underline “linking words and phrases” within the posted target. Ask students what they think linking words and phrases 

means. Using equity sticks, call on a few students to answer. Listen for students to say that they are words that connect ideas 

together. If students don’t naturally move to naming examples, like “first” or “next” then prompt them toward this. If 

students have difficulty naming what they are, explain that linking words or phrases connect one idea—or in this case, one 

reason—to the next one.  

• Tell students that they will soon begin drafting their opinion writing. Say something like: “Soon you will start to draft your 

opinion writing. It’s important for you as writers moving from planning to drafting to think about how to connect your ideas 

in a way that will make sense to the reader.” Explain to students that with this writing, they will have multiple reasons for 

their one opinion, so they need to be sure that the reader can follow their writing.  

• Use three students and ask them to stand up side by side. Tell the class that each student represents a separate reason. Point 

out that right now, they are not connected. Then ask the students to link arms to demonstrate that now each of the “reasons” 

is connected. Explain that linking words are what hold the reasons together, helping readers follow the writer’s ideas. 

Provide examples, such as “first,” “next,” and “another.”  

• Display the Examining a Strong Model opinion piece about Tinker Bell (from Lesson 6). Tell students that you are going 

to read the model aloud. Students should close their eyes and listen for any words that seem to connect the reasons together 

to help readers follow the opinion. When they hear what they believe is a linking word or phrase, they should link their 

hands together by interlacing their fingers on both hands. Read the paragraph aloud without interruption.  

• Reread the paragraph one more time with the projected paragraph still showing.  Ask for volunteers to identify the linking 

words or phrases that link or connect reasons together. Circle or highlight their suggestions on the projected paragraph. 

• Take the highlighted/circled words and add them to the Linking Words and Phrases anchor chart. 

• For struggling learners, transcribe 

the reasons they provide on their 

planning page as you confer. 

• Make an actual chain with links as a 

prop. Plastic links are a common 

children’s toy and could be used for 

this. Reread the opinion writing 

model and/or the organizer for the 

model opinion paragraph. At each 

juncture where there is a need to 

flow from one idea into the next, 

add a link to the chain. The linked 

chain will be a good visual to help 

students see how the ideas with the 

paragraph need to be held together 

somehow – this can be 

accomplished by using linking 

words and phrases. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: Star and Step (5 minutes)   

• Use the familiar star-step protocol to allow students to share a success and a challenge. Use sentence frames to keep 

students’ conversations on track: 

“One thing I feel really good about is ____. Something I know I need to work on more is ____.” 

• Students can be placed in groups of 3-4 or you could use Mix and Mingle for the star-step sharing. 

 

 

• If desired, make the Star-Step 

written. 

 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Tell someone in your family about the work you did today toward your opinion writing. Explain which character captures 

your imagination most and give your reasons.  

• Continue with your independent reading book or begin a new book from the Module Recommended Texts list. Complete a 

Independent Reading organizer for homework. (See Lesson 1 Supporting Materials. Students will need to select narrative or 

informational.) 

 

Note: See Lesson 1 Teacher Note for more details about Independent Reading homework. 

• Either or both of these ideas could 

be students’ homework. 

 

Note: In the next series of lessons, students will both draft their writing and revise their drafts, attending to specific aspects of writing. In Lesson 12, students share 

their writing with their peers. During that lesson or at some other time, ideally students would also present their performance task to an outside audience. Arrange an 

audience (e.g., other students in the school or families) 
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Opinion Writing Planning Page 
 

Name:                                                                     Date: 

 

My Opinion:  

 

Reason 1:  

Example from the Book for Reason 1: Page: 

  

  

  

 

Reason 2:  

Example from the Book for Reason 2: Page: 

  

  

  

 

Reason 3:  

Example from the Book for Reason 3: Page: 
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 Opinion Writing Planning Page 

(For Teacher Reference) 
 

My Opinion: Tinker Bell is an interesting character because she is very captivating. 

 

Reason 1: She is a fairy. 

Example from the Book for Reason 1: Page: 

Her voice sounds like bells. 18 

Speaks a special fairy language that only Peter and the lost boys can understand 18 

She is no bigger than a hand and she glows with light and can fly 18 

 

Reason 2: Sometimes she is jealous and naughty. 

Example from the Book for Reason 2: Page: 

She pulls Wendy’s hair and calls Wendy a “huge ugly girl.” 24-25 

Pretending to help Wendy she gets Wendy to follow her in attempt to get rid of her 41 

She persuades Tootles to shoot Wendy down. 51 

 

Reason 3: She is also kind, loyal, and brave. 

Example from the Book for Reason 3: Page: 

She says she won’t be Wendy’s fairy because she can only be Peter’s fairy 24 

She tells Peter that Wendy and the boys have been captured by Hook and the pirates.  104 

She saves Peter by drinking the poisoned water. 105 
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Linking Words and Phrases 

 

Writers need to think about how their ideas will connect to each other in a 

way that will make sense to the reader. One way this is done is by using 

linking words and phrases. 
 

Linking words and phrases connect one idea to the next within a piece of 

writing. They are a way to signal the reader that a new idea is being 

presented. 

 

From the model opinion paragraph: 
 

● ____________________________ 

● ____________________________ 

● ____________________________ 

● ____________________________ 

 

Other ideas for linking words and phrases: 
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Linking Words and Phrases 

(Sample for Teacher Reference) 

 

Writers need to think about how their ideas will connect to each other in a 

way that will make sense to the reader. One way this is done is by using 

linking words and phrases. 

 

Linking words and phrases connect one idea to the next within a piece of 

writing. They are a way to signal the reader that a new idea is being 

presented. 

 

From the model opinion paragraph: 
 

● One reason 

● Another reason 

● Later in the story 

● Finally 

Other ideas for linking words and phrases: 
 

Furthermore Additionally In the second place 
Also Last Moreover 
Firstly Lastly  
Secondly First of all  
Thirdly Next  
In addition In the first place  
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Lesson 8 Homework 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Tell someone in your family about the opinion writing you did today. 

Explain which character captures your imagination most and give your 

reasons.  

 

Continue with your independent reading book or begin a new book from the 

Module Recommended Texts list. Complete an Independent Reading 

organizer as part of your homework. Pick either the narrative or 

informational organizer. 

 

 


